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Related Articles. The various kinds of
heavy guns are described in these volumes
under the titles:
Cannon
Howitzer
Machine Gun
Mortar
ARTS AND CRAFTS, a phrase which in-
cludes the art of design and handicraft—all
those arts "which go to "the making of the
house beautiful." The phrase is now gen-
erally applied to the artistic revival in
handicrafts which began about 1875. Espe-
cially in England, the growth of the factory
system, with its specialized functions for
each workman, seemed to have destroyed all
artistic impulses or feelings among work-
men. As early as the forties and fifties
public interest in wood-carving, metal work,
spinning and weaving, pottery and other arts
was steadily growing, but it was not until
1888 that the Arts and Crafts movement was
recognized as a distinct break with the past.
To rescue public taste from the cheap imita-
tions of foreign models, to encourage sound
workmanship, and to raise the handicrafts
to their rightful position as arts, these were
the aims of the leaders. The success of the
movement was due chiefly to the artistic and
practical skill of "William Morris. Emphasis
on the personality of the workman, regard
for the material and purpose of an object
as controlling factors in determining artistic
expression, and a certain simplicity of design
and reserve in the use of ornament are char-
acteristic of this school. Among noted
American leaders of the movement was
Elbert Hubbard, founder of the Roycrofters.
A'RUM, a genus of plants more commonly
known as calla, closely related to the Jack-
in-the-pulpit and the skunk cabbage. The
flowers are small and inconspicuous, being
closely massed in a short spike, or spadix,
enclosed and over-hung1 by a vari-colored
leaf, or spathe. Many varieties are culti-
vated in hothouses on account of the beauty
of their spathes. The stems and leaves con-
tain a bitter juice, and the bulbs from which
the plants spring have a starch which may
be used for food. See calla; jack-iet-the-
PTJLPIT.
ARYAN, ahr'yany the name given to a
branch of the human family, living orig-
inally, it is believed, in the steppes of South-
ern Russia. As they came to be the ruling
fcaee of India, of Persia and finally of
Europe, all modern European languages
have developed from the Aryan. The tend-
ency now is to restrict the use of the term
 Aryan to that branch of the human race
whose ancient language was Sanskrit, and to
use the name Indo-European or Indo-Ger-
manic in the wider sense.
ASAFET'IDA, a vile-smelling gum, the
dried sap of a large Asiatic plant of the
parsnip family. It is used in medicine to
prevent spasms and to calm hysteria and
other nervous attacks. Notwithstanding its
very disagreeable odor, it is used as a season-
ing in the East. Some superstitious people
wear it in bags about the neck to prevent dis-
ease, but the custom prevails only among the
ignorant.
ASBES'TOS, an incombustible mineral, a
fibrous variety of several members of the
hornblende family, composed of separable
fibers, with a silky luster. The fibers are
sometimes delicate, flexible and elastic; at
other times they are stiff and brittle. Asbes-
tos anciently was wrought into a soft, flex-
ible cloth, which was used as a shroud for
dead bodies. Some varieties are compact
and take a fine polish; others are loose, like
flax or silky wool. Mountain-wood is a va-
riety presenting an- irregular, filamentous
structure, like wood. Rock-corJc, mountain-
leathery fossil-paper and fossil-flax are other
varieties. Asbestos has been known for ages,
but its geological history and formation are
still matters of conjecture. Its attributes,
too, have been known; but until modern
times, very little practical use was ever made
of the substance.
The uses of asbestos are many and varied.
Ground fine and combined with colors and
oils in a certain manner it makes a paint.
Roofs are made by treating strong canvas
with a combination of asbestos and felt, and
backing' it with manila paper. This sub-
stance is extensively used for factories, rail-
road shops, bridges and other places where
there is danger of fire. Steam-pipes are
covered with asbestos, and asbestos cement
is used for hot-blast pipes and fire-heated
surfaces. It is used for locomotive pistons,
valve-stems and oil pumps. It is made into
ropes and mill-boards, and in some states
theaters are required to use an asbestos drop
curtain to protect the audience in ease of
fire in the scenery. Iron and glass workers
use mittens knit from asbestos yarn. Asbes-
tos soldering blocks are used by goldsmiths.
Asbestos, in combination with rubber, is
much used as an electrical insulator* As-
bestos cloth is used for acid niters in all sorts

